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Psalm 7:8-11

• God tests the hearts of men, saving the upright, punishing the 
wicked.

• Better to test and correct now, than to wait until the Lord exposes
hidden things and reveals the counsels of our hearts – 1 Cor. 4:5.

• Six passages urge us to consider our thinking...

1.  Rom. 2:3 “And do you think this, O man, you who judge those 
practicing such things, and doing the same, that you will escape the 
judgment of God?”

• Warning against judging others by a standard not held to self; the
kind of judging warned against – Mat. 7:1-5.  Compare Jn. 7:24.

• All human standards are faulty – 2 Cor. 10:12 “For we dare not 
class ourselves or compare ourselves with those who commend 
themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and 
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.”

2.  1 Cor. 8:2 “And if anyone thinks that he knows anything, he 
knows nothing yet as he ought to know.”

• Warning against prideful use of knowledge and will – 1 Cor. 8:1-
2, 9, 13.

• Pride is of the world, 1 Jn. 2:16; Lk. 18:14 – the Pharisee exalted
himself & was not justified.

• Pride thinks of self more highly than should – Rom. 12:3.
• It exalts self –  Lk. 22:24-27 “For who is greater, he who sits at 

the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet 
I am among you as the One who serves.”

• Pride brings shame – Pro. 11:2; strife – Pro. 13:10; destruction 
(ruin) – Pro. 16:18.

3.  1 Cor. 14:37 “If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or 
spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you 
are the commandments of the Lord.”

• The “spiritual” is governed by inspired scripture – 2 Tim. 3:16-
17; 2 Pet. 1:20-21 not of private interpretation; even inspired 
writers could not make it mean what they wanted.

• Some falsely claim apostolic authority – 1 Jn. 4:1, 6; Rev. 2:2.
• Refusal to yield to apostles’ doctrine (NT) is sin! 2 The. 3:4; 

Php. 4:9.

4.  Gal. 6:3 “For if anyone thinks himself to be something, when he is
nothing, he deceives himself.”

• Humility willingly gives and receives spiritual aid – Gal. 6:1-2.
• Thinking we do not need other Christians is prideful – 1 Cor. 

12:20-21.
• Humility does not compare itself to others – Gal. 6:4 "But let 

each one examine his own work, and then he will have rejoicing 
in himself alone, and not in another."

• Humility bears its own responsibilities – Gal. 6:5.
• Rom. 14:12 "So then each of us shall give account of himself to 

God."

5.  Php. 3:4 “though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If 
anyone else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so”

• Fleshly things cannot provide spiritual security.
◦ Heritage – Phi. 3:5; Mat. 3:7-10 & Jn. 8:33-39.
◦ Education/training – Phi. 3:5 (Acts 22:3); Jn. 7:15.
◦ Worldly wisdom/experience – 1 Cor. 3:18-20; Jn. 9:34 

formerly blind had better information but was rejected 
because it did not fit the Pharisees’ narrative.

• The humble value Christ more than all else – Php. 3:7-8.
 
6.  Jas. 1:26 “If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does 
not bridle his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one's religion is 
useless.”  "seem" (KJV)

• Faithful Christians live the faith --  Jas. 1:22-25.
• Religious works without faith is vain – Mat. 6:1, 5, 16; as is faith

without works – Jas. 2:17.
• Pride deceives us into thinking we are immune from the sins of 

hypocrisy and self-righteousness – Lk. 18:11 "The Pharisee 
stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank You that I am 
not like other men—extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even as 
this tax collector."

Decision...
• Humility considers God first, others next, and self last, instead of

justifying self in sin and spiritual neglect – 1 Pet. 5:5-6.
• Humility casts its cares on the Lord and trusts Him – 1 Pet. 5:7.
• What does God see when He tests our hearts?
• What do you think?


