
Godliness

Act  3:12  So when Peter saw it, he responded to the people: "Men 
of Israel, why do you marvel at this? Or why look so intently at us,
as though by our own power or godliness we had made this man 
walk?

1 Ti m. 2:1-2 Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, 
prayers, intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, 
for kings and all who are in authority, that we may lead a quiet and 
peaceable life in all godliness and reverence.

1 Tim. 3:16  And without controversy great is the mystery of 
godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, Justified in the Spirit, 
Seen by angels, Preached among the Gentiles, Believed on in the 
world, Received up in glory.

1 Tim. 4:7-8  But reject profane and old wives' fables, and exercise
yourself toward godliness. For bodily exercise profits a little, but 
godliness is profitable for all things, having promise of the life that
now is and of that which is to come.

1 Tim. 6:2-11  And those who have believing masters, let them not 
despise them because they are brethren, but rather serve them 
because those who are benefited are believers and beloved. Teach 
and exhort these things. If anyone teaches otherwise and does not 
consent to wholesome words, even the words of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and to the doctrine which accords with godliness, he is 
proud, knowing nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and 
arguments over words, from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil 
suspicions, useless wranglings of men of corrupt minds and 
destitute of the truth, who suppose that godliness is a means of 
gain. From such withdraw yourself. Now godliness with 
contentment is great gain. For we brought nothing into this world, 
and it is certain we can carry nothing out. And having food and 
clothing, with these we shall be content.  But those who desire to 
be rich fall into temptation and a snare, and into many foolish and 
harmful lusts which drown men in destruction and perdition. For 
the love of money is a root of all kinds of evil, for which some 

have strayed from the faith in their greediness, and pierced 
themselves through with many sorrows. But you, O man of God, 
flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness, faith, love, 
patience, gentleness.

2 Tim. 3:1-7 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will 
come: For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, 
boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, 
unholy, unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, 
brutal, despisers of good, traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of 
pleasure rather than lovers of God, having a form of godliness but 
denying its power. And from such people turn away! For of this 
sort are those who creep into households and make captives of 
gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 
always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth.

Tit. 1:1-2 Paul, a bondservant of God and an apostle of Jesus 
Christ, according to the faith of God's elect and the 
acknowledgment of the truth which accords with godliness, in 
hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before 
time began...

2 Pet. 1:3 ...as His divine power has given to us all things that 
pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who 
called us by glory and virtue...

2 Pet. 1:6-7 ...to knowledge self-control, to self-control 
perseverance, to perseverance godliness, to godliness brotherly 
kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.

2 Pet. 3:11-12  Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, 
what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and 
godliness, looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and 
the elements will melt with fervent heat?



Easton – Godliness
The whole of practical piety (1Ti 4:8; 2Pe 1:6). “It supposes 
knowledge, veneration, affection, dependence, submission, 
gratitude, and obedience.” In 1Ti 3:16 it denotes the substance of 
revealed religion.

ε σεβεια Thayer Definition:υ
1) reverence, respect
2) piety towards God, godliness

RWP – All things that pertain unto life and godliness (panta ta pros
zōēn kai eusebeian). “All the things for life and godliness.” The 
new life in Christ who is the mystery of godliness (1Ti 3:16). 
Eusebeia with its cognates (eusebēs, eusebōs, eusebeō) occurs only
in this Epistle, Acts, and the Pastoral Epistles (from eu, well, and 
sebomai, to worship).

WE Vine – Godliness, Godly
A. Nouns.
1. eusebeia (G2150), from eu, "well," and sebomai, "to be devout,"
denotes that piety which, characterized by a Godward attitude, 
does that which is well-pleasing to Him. This and the 
corresponding verb and adverb (see below) are frequent in the 
Pastoral Epistles, but do not occur in previous epistles of Paul. The
apostle Peter has the noun four times in his 2nd Epistle, 2Pe 1:3, 
2Pe 1:6, 2Pe 1:7; 2Pe 3:11. Elsewhere it occurs in Act 3:12; 1Ti 
2:2; 1Ti 3:16; 1Ti 4:7, 1Ti 4:8; 1Ti 6:3, 1Ti 6:5, 1Ti 6:6, 1Ti 6:11; 
2Ti 3:5; Tit 1:1. In 1Ti 6:3 "the doctrine which is according to 
godliness" signifies that which is consistent with "godliness," in 
contrast to false teachings; in Tit 1:1, "the truth which is according 
to godliness" is that which is productive of "godliness"; in 1Ti 
3:16, "the mystery of godliness" is "godliness" as embodied in, and
communicated through, the truths of the faith concerning Christ; in
2Pe 3:11, the word is in the plural, signifying acts of "godliness."

ISBE – Godliness; Godly
god´li-nes, god´li (ε σεβεια, eusebeia, ε σεβης, eusebēe s, ευσεβ ς, υ υ ω
euseb s): In the Old Testament the word rendered “godly” in Psa oo

4:3; Psa 32:6 (חסיד, h has h dh) is literally, “kind,” then “pious” (the ı ı
Revised Version, margin renders it in the former passage, “one that
he favoreth”). Sometimes in both the Old Testament and the New 
Testament a periphrasis is employed, “of God,” “according to 
God” (e.g. “godly sorrow,” 2Co 7:10). Godliness, as denoting 
character and conduct determined by the principle of love or fear 
of God in the heart, is the summing up of genuine religion. There 
can be no true religion without it: only a dead “form” (2Ti 3:5). 
The term is a favorite one in the Pastoral Epistles. The incarnation 
is “the mystery of godliness” (1Ti 3:16).


