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2 Pet. 1:1-11; Lk. 21:19

 Patience is one of the Christian virtues, that if we posses, 
we will never stumble.

 Thus, if one wishes to go to Heaven, the possession and 
development of these characteristics must be vital.

 When people today think of patience, they think of bearing 
up under trials or hardships without complaint.

 Patience – Thayer: steadfastness, constancy, endurance, for 
example, Rom. 2:7  “eternal life to those who by patient 
continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and 
immortality”

 So the idea of patience is that of endurance, never giving 
up, perseverance.  See Jas. 5:7-8

We Need Patience In This Life
 Heb. 10:35-36 “Therefore do not cast away your 

confidence, which has great reward. For you have need of 
endurance, so that after you have done the will of God, you 
may receive the promise”

 Heb. 12:1-2 “ Therefore we also, since we are surrounded 
by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every 
weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us 
run with endurance the race that is set before us, looking 
unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the 
joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising 
the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne 
of God.”

Areas In Which We Need Patience
 We need patience with ourselves 1 Pet. 2:1-3 – Christianity 

is a process of growth, not an event. Also Lk. 21:19 “By 
your patience possess your souls.”

 We need patience in our marriages, divorce is epidemic in 
our society.

◦ 1 Pet. 3:7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with 
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the 
weaker vessel, and as being heirs together of the grace 
of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.  Also 
Eph. 5:22-33; 4:32.

 We need patience between parents and children – Eph. 6:1-
4; Col. 3:21.
◦ Be patient, but patience does not stand in opposition to 

discipline.
◦ Children also need to understand and be patient with 

their parents.
 We need to be patient in soul-winning – 1 Pet. 3:1-4;  Peter 

2:5 (Noah).
◦ 2 Tim. 4:2 – We are to teach with all longsuffering.

 We must be patient in church growth.
◦ The mission of the church is to glorify Christ (Eph. 

3:21).
◦ Growth is out of our hands, faithfulness is our concern 

(2 Cor. 4:2).
 We need to be patient regarding the coming of the Lord – 

Jesus is coming back (Acts 1:11; 2 Pet. 3:4, 9.

Decision
 The development of patience will help to keep us from 

falling.
 May we work more diligently to be patient, and follow the 

example set before us by Jesus Christ.


