
TAKE THE NAME OF JESUS WITH YOU    012019AM
Text:  Acts 4:12

• Lyrics - Lydia Odell Baxter, born at Petersburg, NY, Sept. 
8, 1809.  After her marriage, she moved to New York City, 
NY, with her husband.  Due to a serious illness, she became
a partial invalid and was confined to her bed much of the 
time, but her home was a gathering place for preachers and 
other religious workers who came to her for advice.

• People often visited her sickroom not so much to comfort 
her as to be blessed by her.  She wrote “Take the Name of 
Jesus With You” in 1870.  She died in New York City on 
June 22, 1874, at the age of 65

• The music was composed by William Howard Doane 
(1832-1915).

• The hymn has appeared in a majority of songbooks used by
churches of Christ.

Text: Acts 4:12

Stanza 1 – The name of Jesus will give us joy and peace
Take the name of Jesus with you, Child of sorrow and of woe, It will joy and

comfort give you; Take it then, where’er you go.
• As human beings, we are children of sorrow and woe: Job 

14:1
• His name brings joy and comfort because it is through 

believing in His name that we have the right to become 
children of God: Jn. 1:12-13

• To continue this joy and comfort, we must take it wherever 
we go by following Him: Mat. 16:24

Stanza 2 – Is a shield from every snare and temptation.
Take the name of Jesus ever, As a shield from every snare; If temptations round

you gather, Breathe that holy name in prayer.
• Acts 7:59 – Steven did this, not praying to Jesus, but in 

embrace of a promise (Jn. 14: 1-4).
• Gen. 15:1 – God promised to be a shield for His people.
• Eph. 6:16 – We need a shield to protect us from Satan’s 

feiry darts (Jas. 1:2; 14-15 trials & temptations)

Stanza 3 – Enables us to rest in His loving arms
O the precious name of Jesus! How it thrills our souls with joy, When His loving

arms receive us, And His songs our tongues employ!
• Php. 4:4 – True joy can only be found in Christ! See also 1 

Jn. 1:1-4.
• Col. 3:16-17 – Therefore, we must do all things in His 

name, or by His authority.

Stanza 4 – (not in some hymnals) Enables us to be with Him in 
heaven

At the name of Jesus bowing, Falling prostrate at His feet, King of kings in
heaven we’ll crown Him, When our journey is complete.

• Rom. 14:10-12 – At judgment, every knee will bow before 
Jesus in submission.

• Rev. 5:11-12 – Because He is King of kings, the righteous 
will crown Him with their eternal praises.

• Rev. 3:12 – Those who on earth have embraced the name of
Jesus in obedience to Him will have His name written on 
them.

• (Because some editor perhaps thought that this stanza 
might be somehow considered premillennial, some books 
have altered it to read, “King of kings in heaven reigning, 
As we stand in Him complete.” One book changed the last 
line to “’Til all foes He shall defeat.”)

Conclusion:
• The chorus re-emphasizes the hope and joy that the name 

of Jesus can bring.
• Precious Name, O how sweet! Hope of earth and joy of 

Heav’n.


