
Blessed are the Poor in Spirit
Matthew 4:25-5:3

 The Beatitudes are uncommon attitudes, not popular among
the worldly, wise or unwise.

 It is not possible to appreciate the Beatitudes from a 
worldly perspective – Jn. 8:23, 37; 17:14.

 The Beatitudes are unified and interdependent.
 The Beatitudes demonstrate what it means to have a 

changed mind and life.
 The first Beatitude is the first step to an understanding of 

the Sermon on the Mount.

What “Poor In Spirit” Is Not
 Lk. 23:39 – Self-pity, which often derives from guilt and/or

fear, like the first thief.
 Mat. 25:24-25 – Not those who have a poor self-image, like

the man given one talent, or Moses at the burning bush 
(Exo. 3:11-13; 4:1).

 Rom. 12:11 – Not weak in spirit, or spiritually weak.
 2 Cor. 10:12 – Cannot be determined by human 

comparisons; see Lk. 18:9-14.
◦ Col. 2:18 –  Not “voluntary humility” which is false, or 

insincere, and often demonstrated by outwardly 
religious people who “make merchandise (KJV)” of 
others (2 Pet. 2:3). ( μπορευσονται (from ε
emporeuomai, a travelling merchant), old word, to go in
for trade, in N.T. only here and Jas 4:13.)

What “Poor In Spirit” Is
 Jas. 4:10 – It is being humble. Compare Saul of Tarsus and 

Paul the apostle in Acts 9 – the proud and powerful 
Pharisee; the humble, loving servant of the Lord.

 Lk. 6:20  – Not just being poor, but becoming dependent 
upon the mighty hand of God (1 Pet. 5:6-7).

 Jn. 4:23-24 – It is worshiping God in spirit and truth.

 Jas .2:5 – It is being “rich in faith” to be an heir of the 
kingdom. Also Rev. 2:8-9.

 Lk. 9:23; Col. 3:17; 1 Pet. 2:4-5 – It is putting Christ first in
everything.

 These are two angles pointing to the same apex: (1) the 
poor in this world can still be spiritually rich. (2) Humility 
is an indispensable element of discipleship and salvation!

Many Examples – Here are Just a Few
 Num. 12:3 – Moses learned to be poor in spirit by serving 

God: “(Now the man Moses was very humble, more than 
all men who were on the face of the earth.)”

 Mar 1:7; Jn. 3:30 – John the Immerser.
 Mat. 8:8 – The centurion at Capernaum.
 Acts 9:6 – Saul of Tarsus. Also Php. 3:8.
 Acts 10:30-33 – Cornelius.
 Acts 16:30 – The Philippian jailer.
 Rev. 1:9 – John
 Acts 2:37 – Everyone who will be saved.

Decision:
 “Blessed are the poor in spirit: for theirs is the kingdom of 

heaven. ”
 Theirs is the joy of Heaven – nobody's else's.
 We must not mistake it for self-pity, outward shows of 

religion, false humility, or spiritual weakness.
 It is the attitude of humility under the mighty hand of God.
 It is being rich in spirit, to the extent that neither poverty 

not wealth damage our faith.
 It is carrying on the business of the kingdom of Christ, 

regardless of
circumstances.


