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The Basis for Discipleship
Matthew 4:23-5:2

 God has always wanted to bless His children.
 From the Garden onward, His promises to the faithful have 

always been of blessing.
 The Beatitudes deal with the results of repentance; of 

changed thinking and changed living.
 “Beatitude” is from the Latin, beatitudo, for blessed.
 “Blessed” is from makarios, meaning “favored; fortunate; 

happy; privileged.”
 The Beatitudes are the beginnings of a life of blessing, 

regardless of circumstances!

The Beatitudes Are Not Of This World
 Mat. 4:17 – Jesus started His ministry with, "Repent, for 

the kingdom of heaven is at hand." 
 Pro. 16:2; 16:25; Jer. 10:23 – Repentance is not a thing 

naturally pursued.
 Jn. 3:3 – The NEW begins only when the OLD dies. Rom. 

6:3-6 details the process.
 Jn. 17:16 – To follow with Jesus, means to be out of step 

with the world (also Jn. 18:36; 1 Jn. 2:15).
 Mat. 5:10-12 – This is why the last Beatitude teaches that 

disciples will be persecuted but still blessed.

The Beatitudes Are For All Disciples
 Mat. 5:1 – His disciples came to Him.
 All in the church are “called out” (ekklesia) 1 Pet. 2:9-10
 All in the church are bought with blood and belong to God 

–  Acts 20:28; 1 Cor. 6:19-20.
 All in the church are born again – Jn. 3:3; Rom. 6:4.
 Acts 11:26 – Disciples are Christians, who will be blessed 

if they will adhere to the Beatitudes.
 Compare Jn. 13:17 “If you know these things, blessed are 

you if you do them.”

The Beatitudes Are Inseparable
 They are a unified group, each relating to the others, just 

like the Christian virtues (2 Pet. 1:5-7).
 Gal. 5:22-23 – And like the fruit of the Spirit they go 

together!
 Unlike spiritual gifts, or talents, which may be different for 

everyone (compare Mat. 25:14-30; Rom. 12:6-8).
 Mat. 7:24 – Blessings are multiplied as we practice each 

until we master all!
 The Beatitudes are spiritual blessings for spiritual people; 

mostly undesirable for the ungodly!

The Beatitudes Are The Only BASIS for Discipleship!
 Mat. 15:8-9 – Not the traditions of men.
 1 Cor. 3:19 – Not the wisdom of this world.
 1 Pet. 2:2 – The sincere milk of the word without which we

can neither mature nor bear fruit..
 Acts 2:37-47 – Positive examples in the early church 

hungered and thirsted for righteousness, worshiped, 
studied, prayed, shared together.

 Acts 4:32 – They had mercy on those who had need.
 Acts 8:1-4 – When they began to be persecuted, the 

Beatitudes were alive in them.
 2 Cor. 7:9 – When they sinned, they “sorrowed unto 

repentance.”

Decision...
 The Beatitudes are the foundational principles of the 

Sermon on the Mount, and thus for discipleship in general.
 We can't tamper with, change, or modify them.
 They need to be consciously developed in our lives..
 Because we must first BE what we need to BE before we 

can DO what we need to DO.
 The faithful disciple will go to the Lord for His plan of 

salvation, and His plan for life.
 Will you?


